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Fort Toulouse -Fort Jackson Park  was 

established by the Alabama state legislature 

because of its importance to Alabama and 

United States history. The area now known 

as Fort Toulouse-Fort Jackson was 

occupied for thousands of years during the 

prehistoric (before the written record) era. 

Later, when the French built Fort Toulouse 

(the first fort was built in 1717, and it was 

rebuilt twice between 1717 and 1763) the 

area was occupied by the historic Alabama 

tribe. During the War of 1812, Fort Jackson 

was built on the site of Fort Toulouse. In 

1818 old Fort Jackson became the location 

of Fort Jackson Town, the first seat of                                                                  

government in Montgomery County. 

Around AD 1, during what archaeologists 

call the Middle Woodland Period, the first 

large Native American occupation occurs. 

During this time period central Alabama,  

 

 

Native villages were 

becoming larger and 

more numerous. These 

people used ceramic 

bowls made from clay 

mixed and tempered 

with sand. They were 

hunters and 

harvesters of wild 

plant foods with 

acorns and hickory 

nuts providing most 

of their plant foods. 

Deer and turkey were the most 

extensively hunted animals although other 

animals were also eaten. Mussels and fish 

from the rivers were also important foods. 

These mussel shells are found at villages 

throughout the Woodland Stage of 

development.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first large occupation occurred during 

the Late Woodland Period (AD 600-AD 

1300). The bow and arrow were introduced 

around AD  600-700, which appears to be 

part of the reason for major population 

increase throughout this area. A very small 

amount of maize, or corn, was also grown 

as a food crop during the latter part of the 

late Woodland time frame, promoting 

further population increase. Village sites 

became larger and the population denser at  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

this time. Ceramics continually evolved 

through the Woodland Stage, which ended 

around AD 1300. Archaeologists use the 

kinds of ceramics found at a village site to 

determine when, and by what groups, the 

site was occupied.  

The Mississippian Stage of development 

began around AD 1200, overlapping the end 

of the Woodland Period. This stage is 

characterized by the construction of flat-

Woodland Period. Artwork by Karen Woodland Carr. Encyclopedia of Alabama  



 

 

 

topped mounds whose summit often served 

as the residence of the highest-ranking 

member (chief) of the group. Corn 

agriculture was the most important aspect 

of Mississippian food-ways, although hickory 

nuts and acorns remained a significant 

source of nutrition. The appearance of the 

Mississippian way of life was brought to the 

southeastern United States by the intrusion 

of one or more groups. These people 

arrived from the northwest where the 

earliest Mississippians are found at Cahokia, 

near St. Louis, Missouri, within the 

Mississippi valley. How and why these 

people moved remains a topic of debate 

and scholarship among archaeologists. The 

largest Mississippian complex in Alabama is 

found at Moundville, Alabama, just south of  

Tuscaloosa. Most of Alabamaõs Mississippian 

people probably spread from Moundville, 

usually incorporating diverse resident 

Woodland groups as they moved into 

different areas. Unlike Woodland people, 

Mississippian groups were characterized by 

inherited status through the motherõs line. 

Status within a group may have been figured 

through relatedness to the chief. And, like 

the historic Creeks, kinship was determined 

through the motherõs blood line. The 

Moundville related groups also brought 

distinctive pottery styles. Once again, we 

can date villages by the pottery these 

people made. The Mississippian mound and 

associated village area west of Fort Jackson 

date to this time. 

By AD 1450 the Moundville chiefdom 

(located in the Warrior River valley south 

of Tuscaloosa) collapsed and much of the 

Moundville population dispersed to other 

parts of the Warrior river valley. 

Importantly, at least six of these villages 

moved to the upper Alabama River valley, 

with the mound and village area at Fort 

Toulouse-Fort Jackson Park being the 

northern most Moundville related village on 

the Alabama River. 

Hernando DeSoto, Wikipedia Commons

 

One hundred years later Hernando DeSoto 

marched 4,000 miles through the present 

day southeastern United States. He had 

been commander of cavalry and second in 

command under Pizarro in the conquest of 

the Inca of South America. This earned him 

unmeasured wealth, valuable conquistador 

experience and the governorship of La 

Florida. Through the exploration of the 

southeast he hoped to find cultures like the 

Inca with immeasurable gold. DeSoto 

brought the first written record and the 

only written description of unspoiled 

southeastern Native Americans. Twenty 

miles east of present-day Fort Toulouse-



 

 

 

Fort Jackson (the mound and village area 

west of Fort Jackson were occupied at this 

time) he described the province of Talisi on 

the lower Tallapoosa River, while on the 

adjacent upper Alabama River he described 

the province of Tascaluca. The Talisi 

province and Tascaluca province had very 

different origins, with the former having a 

ceramic complex more like Mississippian 

groups from Georgia while the Tascaluca 

province migrated from Moundville 100 

years prior, with ceramic very distinct from 

the Talisi province. After the Battle of 

Mabila, DeSotoõs forces occupied central 

Alabama from September to December. 

After DeSotoõs departure from central 

Alabama archaeology tells us approximately 

thirty percent of the local villages had 

disappeared. By the time Tristan de Luna 

visited central Alabama twenty years later 

the cultural landscape was very different. 

Most of the villages visited by DeSoto were 

no longer present, and the complex 

chiefdoms seen by DeSoto had collapsed. 

The Talisi and Tascaluca provinces visited 

by DeSoto fused to form a multiethnic 

group which would be become known as 

the Creek or Muscogee people.  

East Florida and West Florida in British 

period  

(1763ð1783). Credit Wikimedia Commons  

By the beginning of the 18th century, 

France, Britain and Spain established 

settlements in the southeastern quarter of 

North America. They competed against 

each other for alliances with, or at least the 

favor of, the tribes living in this region.  The 

Creeks were the most numerous and 

powerful of the southern tribes.  The 

Yamassee War of 1714-15, saw the Indians 

rebel against rapacious British traders and 

gave the French a chance to establish a fort. 

Needing to form commercial links with a 

new European trading partner, the Creeks 

and Alabamas invited the French to build a 

fort at the junction of the Coosa and 

Tallapoosa rivers. 

In 1717, Fort Toulouse was constructed to 

serve as the eastern most outpost of the 

French colony of Louisiana.  Located on the 

Coosa river bluff near the junction of the 

Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers near present 

day Wetumpka, Alabama, the fort was 

successful in establishing friendly relations 

and fostering trade with the local Indians 

and limiting the British presence in the 

region. Also known as òPost aux 

Alibamonsó (Post at the Alabama), it was 

named after Louis Alexandre de Bourbon, 

the Count of Toulouse. For nearly five 

decades it served to slow British influence 

in the region. It made French 

policy known while making allies 

of central Alabama Indians. From 
1717 until 1763 three sequential 

forts were all known as Fort 

Toulouse. After the first two 

partially washed away, Fort 

Toulouse III was built two 

hundred feet south of the Coosa 

Riverbank. (This fort has been re-

created away from the original 

site in order  



 

 

 

to preserve the archaeology.)    

The French contingent, under Lieutenant de 

La Tour Vitral, arrived in July 1717. The fort 

they built was a palisade of split logs 

measuring around 150 feet between the 

bastion points. The buildings were 

constructed poteaux-en-terre, essentially 

vertical post log cabins with posts sunk in a 

footing ditch and a mixture of clay and 

Spanish moss (bousillage) plastered between 

the logs. 

 

 

 

The fort was enlarged with a moat around 

1735, and finally rebuilt in 1751 about 200 

feet south of the first and 

second forts. The new fort 

(today called Fort Toulouse 

III) was constructed under the 

direction of the engineer, 

François Saucier, who also 

designed Fort de Chartres in 

Illinois. These forts were built 

in the Vauban style with 

bastions at the four corners 

like other French colonial 

forts.  They contained several 

structures including officersõ 

quarters, barracks and a 

powder magazine. The wooden pilings 

surrounding the fort were charred before 

being set in the ground to slow the rotting 

process.  

By 1725 farmsteads began to appear 200-

300 feet south of Fort Toulouse along the 

terrace edge of the Tallapoosa River. The 

French farmsteads were built by French 

marines and their families while farming the 

adjacent Tallapoosa River floodplain. These 

people raised large families, the boys 

growing up to become marines who 

married French girls who also grew up 

here. The French children grew up playing 

with the Indian children of the adjacent 

Alabama village of Pakana and learned each 

otherõs languages and customs, thereby 

creating an effective alliance between the 

French and Indians.  

Life at Fort Toulouse was initially difficult. 

Boats bringing supplies and trade goods 

arrived sporadically from Mobile. In the 

early years the marines were compelled to 

learn how to grow food and live in the 

humid Alabama environment. There was a 

Poteaux-en terre construction. Encyclopedia of Alabama  

Vouban style fort, named for Sébastien Le Prestre de 

Vouban, a French military engineer who greatly 

developed the science of fortification and devised 

novel siege tactics using a series of parallel trenches.   



 

 

 

small mutiny at the fort due to a lack of 

supplies and discipline in 1720. The 

mutineers were captured and some 

executed. Afterwards, the French learned 

to send their best marines who built farms 

and raised families. A 1758 census reported 

48 officers and men and some 160 civilians 

living in or near the settlement, most 

related to the marines. 

The French defeat in the French and Indian 

War (Seven Years War) spelled the end of 

Fort Toulouse. The last French left the fort 

near the end of 1763. The Alabama Indians 

forbade the English to take possession or 

occupy the site and because of their 

closeness, many of the Alabama Indians 

followed the French to Louisiana in 1764.  

After the abandonment of the area, the 

Creek village of Taskigi replaced the 

Alabama village of Pakana.  The river valley 

was peaceful as first the British and then 

the Americans claimed the region but 

relations between the American settlers 

and Native peoples deteriorated in the first 

decade of the Nineteenth Century. By June 

1812, the United States and Great Britain 

were at war and by late 1813 the Creek 

War was underway. Initially the Creek War 

started as a civil war within the Creek 

Nation. Part of the nation wanted to keep 

their traditional ways and reject American 

influence, they became known as the Red 

Sticks and ended up at war with the United 

States. Members of the Nation who wanted 

to accept American ways were known as 

the Nationalist Creeks. They fought 

alongside the Americans against the Red 

Sticks. 

The Americans fought both the Red Stick 

Creeks and the British during the War of 

1812. Militia forces from Georgia, 

Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina 

and the Mississippi Territory (which 

included what would later become the state 

of Alabama) took the field to defeat the 

Red Sticks.  

 

 

 

 

Depiction of a Red Stick Creek Warrior (circa 

1813/1814) holding a gunstock style war club. The 

name, òRed Stick Creek,ó derived from the red 

painted war clubs used by some of the traditionalist 

faction of the Muscogee Creek Nation who opposed 

assimilation into Euro-American culture 


